Urban design – specifically, roads and zoning, have long been used to marginalize communities of color. Many cities, including Anchorage, routed urban freeways through minority communities during the now infamous period of “urban renewal” in the 1960s and 70s. The American Planning Association itself is coming to grips with zoning’s racist past and acknowledging that today’s cities are built on that framework. Anchorage is, to our credit, in the midst of trying to address this historic wrong. We at the Y, in alignment with our mission to eliminate racism, urge public action to support two ongoing efforts that have the potential to make things better for all residents of Anchorage, particularly those most marginalized by existing road design and zoning policies. 
The MTP 2050 Alternative
The first issue, road design, is most easily seen in Fairview, where after the 1964 earthquake, city planners decided to demolish a neighborhood-focused main street to build the current configurations of Gambell and Ingra. Fairview was one of the areas of Anchorage where black folks could and did own significant property at the time. The results have been as predictable as they have been tragic. Increased high speed traffic in the area has led to completely unnecessary traffic and pedestrian deaths. The area became less desirable for investment. Fairview is in many respects cut off from the rest of the downtown core because of the boundaries created by the new high speed roads. What has resulted is a car-dependent enclave neighborhood. The Municipality, working with AMATS (Anchorage Metropolitan Area Transportation Solutions), and the State Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is now finally looking to do something to improve safe people-powered travel around and in Fairview. However, in “doing something about it”, these entities should take care to not make the situation worse. A couple of alternatives call for building freeways through either Airport Heights or Fairview and east downtown to connect the Seward Highway to the Glenn, essentially forever cementing the legacy of this Jim Crow-era wrong. Other cities are tearing out their urban freeways because they recognize the harm they do to not only the people around them, but the well being of the city as a whole. And yet our leaders are still analyzing new ones. The good news is there is a building consensus around the “MTP 2050 Alternative”. Table 2 of the Draft Report lists these improvements, which are focused on increased safety for vehicles, as well as people who walk, bike, and roll. We believe, and data supports, that cities that promote neighborhood-level engagement are safer for children, residents, and support more small business opportunities for start-ups and established enterprises. Access to commerce within a safe walking zone also removes the necessity of owning a car which is a substantial financial hurdle for lower income families or single parent homes. Please support the MTP 2050 Alternative. 
Zoning and Urban Density
This leads into the second issue, which is zoning. Over the past two decades our restrictive zoning has led to a shortage of housing that is reaching crisis levels. Millennials entering their prime earning years and Gen Z folks looking for starter homes, or even affordable apartments, are consistently stymied. The result is net outmigration from Anchorage: we all see and feel this. It doesn’t have to be this way. The Anchorage Assembly is looking to overhaul the Municipality’s monstrosity of a zoning code through the HOME Initiative. While the Assembly has done some great work, changing parking requirements and allowing for the construction of accessory dwelling units, a broad overhaul of the area’s zoning is the most ambitious action yet and has the most potential to unlock the market’s ability to provide housing within the Anchorage Bowl. It is a reasonable change, maintaining lower densities in parts of Anchorage with limited infrastructure and higher wildfire risk, but allowing for more “infill” in parts of town where it makes sense. Reach out and let the Assembly know you support this! And while you’re at it, let them know you’d like to see even more density and mixed-use in our downtown core than what is in the current plan! We should be encouraging construction of various types of not only housing, but mixed-use in our downtown core so people can live, work, and play in a vibrant, exciting downtown core. Again, walkable communities, with access to commerce, leads to a stronger and more diverse community where all people can conveniently fulfill their basic needs. 
For more information, please see below, or visit our website at YWCAAK.org for ways to get involved. 

In summary: 
1) Submit testimony to the State Department of Transportation and Public Facilities and tell them you support the 2050 MTP Alternative for Gambell and Ingra! You can do that:
a. Via Email: info@sewardglennconnector.com
b. Via Form: https://sewardglennconnection.com/Contact.html 
c. Via Phone: (907) 206-2289 
2) Submit testimony to the Assembly and tell them you support the HOME Initiative, but to do even more to encourage mixed-use, dense development in the downtown core! You can email the Assembly as a whole here: wwmas@anchorageak.gov. 
Take action and be bold! The future of the city depends on YOU being engaged! We are on a mission to reduce racism, empower women, and promote peace, justice, freedom, and equality for all. Urban design is a powerful tool for doing that. 
