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"Let's respectfully engage
each other, learn what we
don't know, and work to
dismantle systems of
oppression."
Theresa Lyons CEO

CEO Message
Greetings,
It feels like time is speeding up.... We're
living in a time that is challenging us to
consider our values, our vision for the
nation, and who we want to be as people. As
delighted as we were to put 2020 in our rear
view, 2021 demands engagement. It's time
to care, to be concerned, and to get active in
re-shaping our nation, and it begins here at
home, in Alaska.
We invite all Alaskans to consider our communities and what we would
like to see improved in them. Think about the privilege we have and how
we might share it. Can you envision an Alaska where we take room and
make room? We want all Alaskans to be safe, valued, and included in
every way that creates opportunities for them to thrive.
We can do it together. Let's respectfully engage each other, learn what
we don't know, and work to dismantle systems of oppression. We can
imagine an Alaska without racism, where women are empowered, and all
people live with dignity. Can you?

Sincerely

Theresa Lyons
CEO
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A Moment In Alaskan
History
In recognition of Black History Month YWCA
Alaska remembers:
Mahala Ashley Dickerson
An Alaskan Homesteader, Lawyer, Activist, Wife,
and Mother. From Alabama to Alaska, her journey
was full of rich life experiences, successes, and the
people that shaped her perspectives . The legacy
of M. Ashley Dickerson lives on as a rich part of
Alaska's story, an African American story, a
woman's story.
You are invited to read with us the autobiography
by M. Ashley Dickerson entitled Delayed Justice
For Sale. See the details below.
YWCA Alaska thanks Attorney Johnny O. Gibbons of Dickerson & Gibbons
Incorporated for donating copies of the autobiography of M. Ashley Dickerson,
entitled Delayed Justice For Sale to support YWCA Alaska’s YWCA Connect
(Social Justice Program) and the March 26th book discussion. You can purchase
your copy of Delayed Justice For Sale online at ywcaak.org, click the donate
button. Books can be picked between 1pm and 4pm, Monday through Friday at
3400 Spenard Road, Suite 200, Anchorage, Alaska 99503.
Book Discussion: Delayed Justice For Sale
Facilitated by: Judge Pamela Washington, Anchorage District Court
Date: Friday, March 26, 2021
Time: 6pm - 7pm
Via Zoom
Register for the event Here
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Women's
Economic
Empowerment

Our goal, in the Economic
Empowerment Program, is to
support women and advocate for an
economy that works for all
Alaskans; to act as a catalyst for
systemic change; to dismantle
systems that contribute to the
perpetuation of poverty,
homelessness, and inequality. We
seek to provide education to assist
people in their efforts to gain
control in their own lives through
increasing their income and living
standards. We also seek to foster
engagement to build community
and a shift in our social conscious
towards compassion and respect to
bridge the socio-economic divide.

Schedule 1:1 appointment HERE
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YWCA Connect
YWCA Connect (social justice
program) is designed to engage
Alaskans in conversations that
educate, inspire, and transform.
YWCA Alaska CEO, Theresa Lyons
was a community guest at Extra
Tough Women of the North: Activism,
hosted by the Anchorage Public
Library and the Anchorage Museum.
This event was a "Virtual Lunch and
Learn on February 4, 2021. The
discussion highlighted the activism
of women in Alaska and the ways
people can get involved. Activism
makes change possible.
The Anchorage Museum unveiled its work of gathering community
stories and presenting them in the exhibition. This event was like
walking the halls of the museum and ended with book recommendations
that would allow the audience to take a deeper dive into the activism in
Alaska. This virtual event was recorded and can be watch and/or shared
with family and friends. Link to Virtual Event

We are excited to be working with Melissa Shaginoff and Dr. Idella
Glenn again this spring. They facilitate workshops entitled Land
Acknowledgement and Diversity Workshops. This spring we have a total
of 12 workshops scheduled.
Register for workshops here https://linktr.ee/YWCAOffice.

Melissa Shaginoff

Dr. Idella Glenn
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One Good Story
In December, we were blessed with a Christmas miracle! Thank you to
Matson, Inc. for supporting the mission of YWCA Alaska. Have you
ever wondered how your food, household items, and other necessities
make its way to Alaska? Matson provides ocean shipping across the
Pacific, to Hawaii and Alaska and also to the South Pacific, to China
and Japan. Matson is an incredible organization, and while we
consider their services a necessity to the Alaskan way of life, YWCA
Alaska considers their employees a necessity to Alaska, as well.
Matson employees are some of the most giving and generous people
around. Recently, Matson employees selected YWCA Alaska as the
organization to receive a $10,000 donation to continue our Social
Justice work. Matson employees voted in favor of gifting this
generous donation to YWCA Alaska. We were surprised and delighted
by their gift and the story behind it. When we received the email, the
feeling was indescribable, we were so grateful. Dylan Faber,
Community Affairs Manager at Matson, Inc. said, “We are so pleased
to support the YWCA Alaska mission and its Social Justice program. We
are working to increase diversity in our industry by providing more
opportunities for African Americans, women, and other
underrepresented people in our communities, to gain valuable real-life
work experience in our industry.”

Thank you Matson, Inc. for standing
with YWCA Alaska for many years.
We are excited to continue working
together in 2021. We appreciate
you!

Dylan Faber presents check to YWCA CEO
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DONATE TODAY
Online at:

Mail checks to:

www.ywcaak.org

3400 Spenard Road

& click the Donate button

Suite 200
Anchorage, AK 99503

@YWCA.Alaska

@ywcaak

@YWCAAlaska

