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During
the COVID-19 pandemic,
YWCAs in communities big and
small are answering the
call for help.
-YWCA USA

CEO Message
....Be Strong and of Good
Courage Alaska
Greetings Alaska,
Our thoughts are towards you during this time of
tremendous change due to the global health
pandemic, COVID-19. The YWCA Alaska family, like
so many of you, is doing our best to adjust to life
while practicing social distancing. We are
“hunkered down” and working from home these
days. We hope that you are well and finding the
strength and courage you need to navigate these challenging times.
We are nearing the end of the 2019-2020 program year for YWCA Alaska, and
it has been a year of transition. We have a new CEO (yours truly) and staff.
We have inducted 10 new members into the Academy of Women Achievers,
honored 5 youth for their service and leadership, welcomed a new board
member, and moved our office to a new location. We had great plans to
meet you in our new space, but COVID-19 has delayed that in-person
experience for now. Nevertheless, you are on our minds and in our hearts.
We are grateful for our donors and sponsors who for years have held a
special place in your hearts for YWCA Alaska. It has been your kind words of
encouragement and support that have helped our new team transition. A lot
is new at YWCA, but the mission to eliminate racism; empower women and
girls; and promote peace, justice, freedom, and dignity for all remains. For
30 years, YWCA Alaska has been committed to serving Alaskans. It’s still our
priority. You can count on us!
We look forward to the future as we work together to ensure members of our
communities have what they need to be empowered to live quality lives in
this great land called Alaska.
Sincerely,

Theresa Lyons
CEO
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What YWCA Alaska is
doing to support Alaskans
during COVID-19
Our staff is working from home. We are
moving current program services to an
online platform. We will launch The YW
COVID-19 Relief Program to support
those women in our state who have
been laid off from their jobs due to the
Coronavirus. This program will provide
monies to address the following:

Barrier reduction:
Gas, food, supplies for low-income workers and families who
have been laid off as a result of COVID-19
Cash Assistance:
Rent, mortgage, and additional costs with attaining or
maintaining employment for those laid off as a result of
COVID-19

The YW COVID-19 Relief Program is funded by the Coca-Cola Foundation
Grant in the amount of $25,000 to support emergency operations during the
COVID-19 crisis through the YWCA USA Emergency Relief and Community
Resiliency Fund.
The application to apply for assistance will be released in May 2020.
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NEW STAFF, NEW
BOARD MEMBER, AND
A NEW LOCATION

Our new YWCA Alaska Team:
Theresa Lyons, Chief Executive
Officer
Melanie Leydon, Development
Director
Olivia Garrett, Program Manager
Women’s Economic
Empowerment
Onica Sprokkreeff, Program Manager
Women’s Wellness

YWCA Alaska Staff WOA 2019 Event

Dalecia Young, Program Specialist
Women’s Economic
Empowerment
(not pictured)
Marioma Ismael, Outreach Specialist
Women’s Wellness
Laura McDowell, Executive
Administrative
Assistant, Finance

Allena Graciani, Executive
Administrative
Assistant, Programs &
Social Media
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NEW STAFF, NEW BOARD
MEMBER, AND A NEW
LOCATION...cont.
Our new Board Member:
Welcome Jessie Lavoie who is employed
as a Program Manager at The Alaska
Community Foundation. She joined the
YWCA Alaska Board in February 2020.
Jessie has served on committees at the
YW for several years, coordinating the
youth who were selected for the Young
People of Achievement Award. We are
grateful for her service and look forward
to her leadership as a member of the

Jessie Lavoie

Board of Directors.

Our new location:
YWCA Alaska relocated to the Spenard neighborhood in March. Our new
address is 3400 Spenard Road Suite 200, Anchorage, Alaska 99503. We’re
located on a bus line, have ample parking and a chair lift for those who are
differently-abled. We look forward to having you visit us there. We love it!
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A CLIENT’S STORY
By Melanie Leydon
YWCA Alaska supports women’s empowerment and economic advancement,
with a focus on the reality of the way race impacts women’s economic
opportunities. We serve more than 200 Alaskans annually with economic
empowerment programs, such as job training, financial literacy, salary
negotiation, and leadership development. Our programs are strong
foundations on which women and families can build their financial futures.
Prior to COVID19 each month, we helped Alaskans through our Job Lab,
which helps our clients to find a job or take their career to the next level.
In addition, we also help clients with resume building, job searching and
opportunities for online learning. We were offering our Job Labs three times a
week in partnership with the Anchorage Public Libraries.

A client’s story: Melanie B
...who became gainfully employed after receiving services at our Job Lab.

“I really appreciate the YWCA Alaska for offering the Job Shop. I’d not
ever written a resume before. I took early retirement two years ago after
working 38 years for the same company. The young lady that helped me
was incredibly helpful. We worked on my resume for 2-3 hours. The first
week after I started sending it out, was really something. One of the
corporations said “we already had someone for the job, but we saw your
resume and decided to call you in.” I accepted a job this morning and I so
greatly appreciate the service the YWCA Alaska offers."
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GRATITUDE REEL
The YWCA Alaska provided
mission focused programs since
1991. YWCA Alaska depends on
the generous financial support of
our donors and community
partners to serve our mission.
Whether it's youth programs,
eliminating racism through
cultural competency trainings,
or providing
educational voter engagement seminars, your support has allowed us to be a
stable anchor for our Alaskan communities.

Business Highlight:
First National Bank of Anchorage
demonstrates a heart for the people of
our community. You support nonprofit organizations across the state to
help ensure economic and cultural
empowerment for the peoples of
Alaska. You encourage your employees
to be engaged community members by
volunteering to serve. We are grateful
for your continued support.
From the YWCA Alaska family to the
First National Bank Family, THANK
YOU!
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OPPORTUNITY TO GIVE

We would not be able to provide our vital mission without caring and
compassionate donors. Your generosity helps us provide support to the most
at-risk communities in Alaska. This important work is made possible by heartcentered donors like you. At YWCA Alaska, we’re uplifted by your generosity
and the ways you have “shown up” for eliminating racism and empowering
women. It’s time for some “heart work” in 2020!
Please donate to YWCA Alaska today!
Online at:
www.ywcaak.org
& click the Donate button
Mail checks to:
3400 Spenard Road Suite 200
Anchorage, AK 99503

Join us on social media!
Facebook @YWCA.Alaska
Instagram @ywcaak

3400 Spenard Road. Suite 200, Anchorage, AK 99503

