JIN CHEN
Founder, Brill-Con

Born and raised in China, Jin Chen moved to Alaska after her sophomore year at China
University of Petroleum. After receiving her bachelor’s degree in accounting and her
MBA from the University of Alaska Fairbanks, Jin pursued a public accounting career for
three years before joining Alaska Skylar Travel in the spring of 2015 to develop then
the first, now the largest Chinese-focused tour operation in Alaska. Since she joined
the company, the company’s revenue has grown more than tenfold, and staff has
expanded from 10 to 50 employees.
In addition to be ing a licensed real estate agent, Jin is the designer of the
multifunction travel blanket, The Planeket. The assemble warehouse is in Anchorage,
and trademarked with the US Patent and Trademark Office.
Jin’s other ventures include a cosmetic brand and a winter gear rental company. Her
passion is helping new businesses take off and optimize existing businesses through
her consulting firm Brilliant Connection Consulting (Brill-Con). Brill-Con is also the first
of its kind offering trade consulting between China and U.S in Alaska.

MENTORSHIP FOCUS:
BUSINESS

Jin serves on the board of directors of Visit Anchorage and the Anchorage Chamber of
Commerce. She also sits on the the Alaska Tourism Industry Association marketing
committee, and serves as Commissioner for Anchorage’s Sister City partnership with
Harbin, China.
You can learn about her ventures at JinChen.info

DAWN MCCLAIN
Singer

Hailing from Los Angeles, California, Dawn McClain began singing in the
church at a very early age. An 80's baby with a splash of 60's and 70's
influence, and a sprinkle of gospel roots, she blends and bridges the
generation gap between these eras in music, melodically suspending time.
Ms. McClain is a Veteran of the United States Air Force, and a natural
humanitarian and advocate for women’s health and cancer awareness.
Dawn was diagnosed in 2010 with ovarian cancer. Never one to faultier she
embraced cancer with GOD’s grace and has been in remission now for four
years.

MENTORSHIP FOCUS:
PERFORMANCE ART

Dawn has graced the stage and performed with Industry legends such as
Stevie Wonder, Roberta Flack, Nas, Jeane Carne, Ann Nesby, Kem, Gordon
Chambers, Tony Terry, Mint Condition, K-Ci & Jo-Jo, Bobby Brown, N' Dambi
Blu, Liv Warfield, Lela James, Erykah Badu, Frank McComb, Johnny Gill,
Malcom Jamal Warner, Chrisette Michele, 2Chainz, and August Alsina.

LISA AQUINO
Executive Director,
Catholic Social Services

Lisa Aquino grew up and went to high school in Anchorage, and returned
after graduate school. She received her BS in Anthropology from the
University of California, Los Angeles and her Masters in Health Science in
International Health, Disease Prevention and Control from the Johns
Hopkins School of Public Health.
Since graduate school, Lisa has worked in a number of large public health
programs and projects in Alaska and internationally in South Africa. She is
currently serving as the Executive Director of Catholic Social Services,
focusing on strengthening and improving the lives of the most vulnerable in
our community and creating systems and approaches that will create
lasting positive change for individuals and families in need.

MENTORSHIP FOCUS:
NONPROFIT / SOCIAL
SERVICES

Lisa has served in this role for 6 years in December 2020, over which time
Catholic Social Services has served tens of thousands of people in
Anchorage – and spearheading an agency strategic focus to prevent and end
homelessness in Anchorage.

GRETCHEN FAUSKE
Associate Director,
Center for Economic
Development

A marketing minded economic developer fueled by a passion for entrepreneurship,
innovation, and small business, Gretchen is the associate director for the University of
Alaska Center for Economic Development. She is responsible for leading the
entrepreneurship, marketing, and outreach efforts of CED as well as providing strategic
leadership for both CED and the UAA Business
Enterprise Institute.
Prior to joining CED, she worked in the State of Alaska Division of Economic
Development, for U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski, and in the private sector.
From this experience, she developed keen insight to private, political, and
governmental drivers and their impact on the economy.
Gretchen has worked on a number of award-winning economic development projects,
spoken at TEDx Anchorage, and was named to Alaska’s “Top 40 Under 40” in 2013. She
holds a Bachelor of Arts in English Literature from Whitman College, is a Gallupcertified Strengths Coach, and earned her “Foundations in Design Thinking”
certification from IDEO in 2018.

MENTORSHIP FOCUS:
ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT /
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Gretchen serves on the boards of Launch Alaska and the Anchorage Downtown
Partnership, is a member of the organizing committee for 1 Million Cups, and
previously chaired the Municipality of Anchorage Library Advisory Board. She writes a
monthly column about economic development for the Alaska Journal of Commerce.

THERESA LYONS
CEO, YWCA Alaska

Theresa Lyons was born in New Orleans, Louisiana. She’s the eldest of 3 daughters.
Her family moved to Alaska in 1975. She attended East and Chugiak High Schools
(graduated from East High). Theresa completed her undergraduate work at Edward
Waters College in Jacksonville, Florida in Business Administration, and earned a Master
of Public Administration at the University of Alaska Anchorage. As a first-generation
college student, Theresa understands the impact education can have on an individual
life and career.
Currently, Ms. Lyons serves as Chief Executive Officer of YWCA Alaska. Prior to her
work with the YW, Theresa worked at the University of Alaska Anchorage in the Division
of Student Affairs where she served as Executive Director of Student Outreach and
Transition. She is a program builder, skilled facilitator, and advocate. Theresa believes
human resources are the greatest asset of an organization, therefore she fosters a
work environment where staff are mentored, challenged to grow, and empowered to
lead. She encourages staff to do their best every day, which she defines as excellence.

MENTORSHIP FOCUS:

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP

Theresa is a woman of faith and attends church regularly. She believes in serving in her
community, which she does through her membership with The Anchorage Chapter of
The Links, Incorporated where she just completed a 2-year term as President. She is a
member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated. She enjoys reading with
members of her local book club, and spending time with family and friends.

ANGELA COX
Vice President of External
Affairs, Rasmuson Foundation

Angela Cox joined Rasmuson Foundation as VP of External Affairs in June
2017. She oversees communication, events and the public policy work of the
Foundation. Her past experiences include serving as Vice President of
Administration at Arctic Slope Native Association, a nonprofit tribal health
organization, Director of Foundation and Endowment Development for
Arctic Slope Regional Corporation, and a program associate at Ford
Foundation.
Angel received her master’s degree in public administration from New York
University’s Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service and a
bachelor’s degree from Washington State University’s Edward R. Murrow
School of Communication.

MENTORSHIP FOCUS:
COMMUNICATION / PUBLIC
POLICY

Angela serves as a board member for the Healthy Alaska Natives
Foundation, The Foraker Group Operations Board and the Ilisagvik College
Foundation. Sje is from Utqiaġvik, Alaska, and previously worked with
Rasmuson Foundation as communications intern in 2004-05.

CHRISTY SNODDY
Owner, Uncommon
Events

Christy Snoddy is originally from Kansas City, MO and has lived in Alaska since 1981.
She graduated with honors from AJ Dimond HS, and earned a full ride academic
scholarship at Alaska Pacific University where she earned her BA in Business
Administration. She currently is employed in medical device sales as a consultant and
Physician Liaison helping patients in pain management to get them off opioids.
Additionally, she has the only FDA approved cognitive device that allows physicians to
see biomarkers for early stages in dementia and hearing loss.
Christy is married to Amos Snoddy, owner of Conceptual Container Designs and
together they have a blended family of 6 grown children; 4-daughters, 2 sons. They
build their home in Anchorage where she enjoys interior design and has her own event
planning business Uncommon Events, which allows her to do exclusive events as well
as community fundraising events. Some familiar events include Fur Rondy, Prom for
JUGS benefiting valley cancer patients, Stomp Out Bullying, Priceless, Awaic, and many
other fashion shows.

MENTORSHIP FOCUS:
EVENT PLANNING

Christy has co-directed the Mrs. Alaska pageant alongside her mother Rita Corwin, for
over 20 years, and has mentored young women for over 30 years through her life
experiences. She enjoys traveling, skiing, camping, 4-wheeling, and spending time with
family.

DR. JILLIAN
WOODRUFF
Physician, Owner of
Modern Gynecology

Dr. Jillian Woodruff is a physician / owner of Modern Gynecology (she is a gynecologic surgeon). She's
also the host of "Line One," a health education radio program on Alaska Public Media / NPR. Dr. Jill is
board certified by the American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology and is a Fellow of The American
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists.
Dr. Jill decided to become an Obstetrician and Gynecologist because she enjoys “providing care and
education to patients throughout their lives”. She is also humbled by the role she plays in one of the
most special events in her patients’ lives, the birth of their children. She has had the privilege of
caring for women from different cultures and backgrounds, first in Brooklyn, NY where she practiced
following residency; then in her 4 years working in the DC area at Kaiser Permanente.
Woodruff has volunteered in Guatemala and Mexico to educate patients as well as perform pelvic
floor surgeries, remove large abdominal masses and surgically treat cervical abnormalities for the
indigent populations. She has the distinction of being able to converse with patients in 4 languages:
English, Spanish, American Sign Language and conversational Mandarin Chinese.
Dr. Jill earned dual Bachelor of Science degrees in Psychology with a Neuroscience focus and Spanish
Literature from Duke University. She then earned her Medical Degree from the University of
Kentucky. After marrying her college sweetheart, further training took them to New York City where
she completed an OB/GYN Internship at Cornell University/NY Presbyterian Hospital and residency at

MENTORSHIP FOCUS:
MEDICINE / BUSINESS
START-UP / LIFE COACHING

Beth Israel Medical Center/Mt. Sinai.
At home, in Anchorage, you will often find her interpreting for the Deaf at church, volunteering with
the Jack and Jill of America, Inc. or shuttling her young children to and from activities. She also enjoys
date nights with her husband, downhill skiing, reading and planning parties.

FLORA TEO
President, Junior
Achievement - Alaska

Flora Teo is the president of Junior Achievement, Alaska. She
works alongside the statewide Board of Directors to oversee
the strategic direction of the organization, secures and
implements resources and oversees efficient statewide
operations. Since stepping into this role in 2008, operations
have grown approximately 40% and revenues have increased
steadily, growing more than 30% overall.
Flora’s career objective is to work in a challenging, creative,
and fast-growing environment that allows her to give back to

MENTORSHIP FOCUS:
BUSINESS / NONPROFIT

the community.

LINDA WEI
Chief Content Office,
Alaska Public Media

Linda Wei is the Chief Content Officer for Alaska Public Media (AKPM), leading the creative
and operational teams behind television, radio and digital since 2019. In addition to
managing programming for KAKM-TV and KSKA-FM, she oversees production for the public
affairs television program “Alaska Insight;” the PBS Digital Studio series “Índie Alaska;”
statewide radio programs “Talk of Alaska” and “Line One: Your Health Connection;” and
KSKA radio programs “Hometown, Alaska,” “State of Art,” and “Outdoor Explorer.”
As a self-proclaimed 'public media lifer,' Linda began her career as a volunteer at Louisiana
Public Broadcasting in Baton Rouge when she was 16. She continued working at LPB as she
earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in Mass Communication from Louisiana State
University. Geaux Tigers!
Linda comes to AKPM after 15 years at Nashville Public Television, most recently as Director
of Digital Strategies where she was responsible for producing original content and
overseeing NPT’s digital presence. While working at NPT, she was recognized with three
Midsouth Regional Emmy awards and two NETA awards for her work as creator and
producer of shows “ArtQuest” and “A Word on Words.”

MENTORSHIP FOCUS:
PUBLIC MEDIA /
PRODUCTION

Linda served as a mentor for PBS Digital Immersion Project 2018-2021, chair of PBS’s Digital
Media Advisory Council in 2018 and was selected as a Next Generation Leadership Senior
Editorial Fellow in 2016, where she embedded with PBS’s signature investigative series,
FRONTLINE.

JACKIE PURCELL
Senior Meteorologist,
Alaska's Weather Source

Jackie started her career in 1984 at a small radio station in Chickasha, Okla., but
decided to move "home" in 1985, working her way through radio and television
until becoming the full-time weatherperson for Channel 2 News in December
1990.
"It's a gratifying experience to work in a job you love, in a town you love,
surrounded by people and scenery you love. Wow!" Jackie says.
Although she's lived in Alaska for much of her life, Jackie had the opportunity to
travel all over the world, thanks to a mother who believed travel was one the
best educations one could have -- plus the fact that she has relatives in Europe
and Indonesia -- and her father worked in the Middle East for a time.
Doing the weather at Channel 2 News keeps Jackie on her toes since Alaska
presents some of the most challenging weather situations in the world. "It's
definitely not the same old thing every day."

MENTORSHIP FOCUS:
MEDIA

Jackie married Dannie Pearson, a former Channel 2 photographer, and counts
as part of her family two cats ... and would have more if it were up to her.

TRACEY PARRISH
Owner, Alaska Pacific
Insurance

Tracey Parrish has been the owner and operator of Alaska
Pacific Insurance since 1998 and has more than 25 years of
professional experience in the insurance industry.
An avid philanthropist, Tracey enjoys giving back to the
community through her not-for-profit organizations, which
provide tools and resources to help people reach personal and
professional success.
Tracey enjoys decorating and traveling with her husband,

MENTORSHIP FOCUS:
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT /
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Averian.

ZOI MAROUDAS
Founder and CEO, Bambinos
Babyfood

Bambino’s Baby Food founder and CEO, Zoi Maroudas-Tziolas received a Bachelor of
Science in Biology with a minor in Business from Baylor University where she also
attended Baylor Medical School. Her medical rotations included neurosciences,
geriatric, gynecological oncology with an emphasis on breast augmentation and
reconstruction at the University of Washington, Baylor Medical School and the Texas
College of Osteopathic Medicine.
Born in Greece, Zoi grew up in a family of organic farmers and learned the importance
of pure, healthy, fresh food. When the family moved to Alaska, they became successful
restaurateurs continuing the healthy, organic food tradition. Working closely with
leading allergists and pediatricians, Zoi used her medical training to develop a
nutritionally superior baby food that would improve children’s health by establishing
healthy eating habits at the earliest age.

MENTORSHIP FOCUS:
BUSINESS /
MANUFACTURING AND
PROTOTYPE

Zoi was honored by the State of Texas with a resolution that commended her for
“dedication to improving childhood nutrition.” The resolution was signed and
presented by Texas Rep. Charles “Doc” Anderson following Zoi’s presentation on
nutrition at Baylor University in Waco.In addition, City of Waco Mayor Kyle Deaver
proclaimed November 2, 2017, as “Zoi Maroudas-Tziolas Day” in honor of her
“outstanding leadership and commitment to health and nutrition."
Zoi manufactures Bambino’s Baby Food in Anchorage, Alaska where she lives with her
husband, Andreas and two small children.

KRISTA SCULLY
Pro Bono Director,
Alaska Bar Association

Krista Scully is a long-time Alaskan and life-long volunteer. She is
the Pro Bono Director at the Alaska Bar Association and
considers her job as focused on three efforts: convener,
collaborator, and catalyst.
Her professional experiences range from strategic planning,
policy and project development, research, teaching, and
mediation/facilitation.
Krista’s a former fly fishing instructor for Casting for Recovery—a
program that teaches fly fishing to breast cancer survivors,

MENTORSHIP FOCUS:
LAW / ACCESS TO
JUSTICE

volunteer Wish Granter for the Make A Wish Foundation, one of
Alaska’s Top 40 Under 40, 2006 Pro Bono Professional of the Year
by NAPBPRO and 2018 YWCA Woman of Acheivement.

TERRIA WARE
Asset Supervisor II

Terria Ware has over 15 years experience in assisting youth, individuals, and families to
obtaining and maintaining stable housing. Currently, she works for Alaska Housing
Finance Corporation as an Asset Supervisor II, managing 181 units.
Terria has two bachelor’s degrees from University of Alaska Anchorage in Biology and
in Sociology. She has a passion for empowering people and assisting them on their life
journey.
Terria serves on the Executive Board for the NAACP and is the incoming President of
the Anchorage Chapter of Jack and Jill of America, Inc.. In both capacities she continues
to strive to impact the lives of children and those most in need in the Municipality of
Anchorage.

MENTORSHIP FOCUS:
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
/ CASE MANAGEMENT

LORI TOWNSEND
News Director, Alaska
Public Media

Lori Townsend is the News Director for the Alaska Public Media. She is the host of the weekly,
statewide live call in program Talk of Alaska, every Tuesday on radio and is also host of the television
public affairs program Alaska Insight, that airs on Friday evenings from September through May.
She has worked in print and broadcast journalism for more than 27 years. She worked for 7 years at
tribal station WOJB on the Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibway Reservation in Wisconsin, first as an on-air
programmer and special projects producer and eventually News Director.
In 1997 she co-hosted a continuing Saturday afternoon public affairs talk program on station KSTP in
St. Paul, Minnesota.
Radio brought her to Alaska where she worked as a broadcast trainer for Native fellowship students
at Koahnic Broadcasting.
Townsend is the recipient of numerous awards for her work from the Alaska Press Club, the Native
American Journalists Association and a gold and a silver reel award from the National Federation of
Community Broadcasters.
Townsend has been the recipient of short Fellowships at the Metcalf Institute for Marine and
Environmental Reporting in Rhode Island, The Shorenstein Center at the Harvard Kennedy School, as

MENTORSHIP FOCUS:
BROADCAST MEDIA

well as the Knight Digital Media Center in Berkeley.

JEN MOTYKA

Jen Motyka is the owner of Blitz Promotions and has spent the last 17 years helping

Owner, Blitz Promotions

problem solving.

small businesses and individuals in Anchorage find greater success through

Most recently, Jen helped run George Martinez campaign for Mayor as campaign
coordinator and aided the Anchorage Public Library is promoting its event spaces.
Her second day job is Senior Director for Color Street where she helps train a team
of 150 people across the United States.
Jen is a graduate of the University of Michigan, the current Event Chair for the
Young Professionals Group of the Anchorage Chamber of Commerce and also has
joined the board of the AK World Affairs Council.
At home, Jen is the proud wife of Brett and mother to two children. She enjoys

MENTORSHIP FOCUS:
BUSINESS / POLITICAL
CONSULTING

yoga, disc golf, cooking and sharing laughter with friends. Jen’s goal as a mentor is
to help teach the next generation how to embrace opportunity and leave fear
behind.

KIMBERLY WALLER
Founder / CEO, Women's
Power League of Alaska

Kimberly Y. Waller was born in Fairbanks, Alaska. She is Gracie Award winning broadcaster /
producer who began her broadcast career in Anchorage prior to working for MTV Networks,
NBC Digital and IHeartMedia (Power 105.1) in New York City. Through her on-air work in
public affairs, Kim has partnered with some of the best-known nonprofits in the country to
include Sing For Hope, God’s Love We Deliver, Aids Walk NYC, New York Public Library,
Fresh Air Fund, YWCA and more.
Throughout her media career, Kim's writing has been featured in the Huffington Post,
Global Grind and other national publications (all under the name Kim Kane). As a successful
and sought after voice-over talent, she has served as the voice for dozens of national
campaigns to include Crest, BET's Black Girls Rock and AT&T.
Kim returned to Alaska with her family in 2018 to launch Women’s Power League of Alaska,
a nonprofit focused in the areas of mentorship, professional development and community
building. In addition, she serves as the director of Sultana with The Foraker Group.
Kim received her B.A. in Mass Media from New York University, where she was awarded the

MENTORSHIP FOCUS:
BROADCAST MEDIA / DIGITAL
JOURNALISM

Stenbeck Scholarship and recipient of the Founders Day Award for academic achievement
(’11). She also holds an A.L.M. in Journalism from Harvard University (’18). Kim sits on the
board of directors for Alaska Public Media and is the Foundation Chair of Jack and Jill Inc.,
Anchorage Chapter. She is happily married with one daughter.

PENNY GAGE

Penny Gage works in private equity at McKinley Alaska Private Investment. She grew up in

Director of Special
Projects, Alaska Growth
Capital

development, entrepreneur support and training, federal and state government, the

Pelican and Sitka, Alaska. Penny has a diverse background in Alaska economic
nonprofit sector, energy policy, and international affairs.
From her mother's side, Penny is Tlingit from the Raven Dog Salmon clan, and is a member
of the Sitka Tribe of Alaska.
Penny has previously worked at the University of Alaska Center for Economic Development,
as Director of Special Projects at Alaska Growth Capital, as Business Development Officer at
the State of Alaska Division of Economic Development, and as Deputy Director at Institute
of the North.
Prior to moving back to Alaska in late 2014, Penny worked in Equinor's Washington, DC
office. She has a Master of Science in Foreign Service Degree from Georgetown University
and a BA from the University of Alaska Fairbanks. Fluent in Spanish, she served in the U.S.
Peace Corps in Nicaragua for two years.

MENTORSHIP FOCUS:
BUSINESS / ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

Penny is a 2019 recipient of the Alaska Journal of Commerce's Top Forty Under 40 Award.
She and her husband live in Anchorage, and she enjoys studying the Tlingit language,
cycling, and is an avid podcast listener.

TONIE PROTZMAN
Program Director,
Cornerstone Recovery

Tonie Protzman, whose Native name, Yethnhahnilats, means “makes her life strong,” is an enrolled descendant in
the Turtle Clan of the Oneida Tribe in Oneida, WI. Tonie was raised and remains in Anchorage, Alaska with her
Iñupiat Eskimo daughter, Paisley. Protzman holds a Master of Science (MS) degree in Clinical Psychology and a
Bachelor of Art in Justice and Psychology both degrees from the University of Alaska Anchorage. She was a PhD
Candidate with the University of Alaska Fairbanks Clinical Community Psychology Program with rural and
indigenous emphasis, as well.
Since graduating with her MS, Protzman has worked in the nonprofit and public sectors of behavioral & mental
health. Currently, Protzman is the assistant operations Manager for Christian Health Association (CHA), where she
is also the Program Director of Cornerstone Recovery (CHA’s parent company) in addition to the Executive Director
of the Alaska Chapter of the National Association of Social Workers (NASW). Prior to NASW, Protzman was the
Executive Director with the Alaska Psychological Association (AK-PA) for nearly a decade.
Protzman has a vocation to work with individuals and communities struggling with substance use disorders (SUD).
She is passionate about reducing stigma associated with alcohol misuse and disseminating information/access to
SUD services and care to Alaska communities. She is currently developing the “Love Boat” - an intensive outpatient
treatment program for the working professional.
Protzman is a governor appointed board member to the State of Alaska Mental Health Board and is also on the
Anchorage Behavioral Health Coalition. As a first-generation college graduate, Protzman is a devoted mentor,
supporting historically underserved populations in Alaska studying higher education. Protzman mentors’ students
and professionals new to the behavioral health field with the University of Alaskan Anchorage and with the
Women’s Power League of Alaska.

MENTORSHIP FOCUS:
ADVOCACY / BEHAVIORAL
HEALTH

Protzman is a dynamic and powerful American Native woman who is passionate about reducing stigma in Alaska
communities regarding receiving behavioral/mental health services. She dreams of one day to have a world stigma
free of receiving such services – “it should be the same as going to your routine medical appointment.” Protzman
has solid business expertise serving in organizational management and advocacy while networked throughout the
State of Alaska and beyond. When she is not advocating, Tonie is active in her community, serving on several
national and statewide boards and committees that address stigma associated with alcohol misuse.

HALEY LINDOW
Owner, Blush Boutique

Haley Lindow is the founder and owner of Blush Boutique, a small woman
owned business. Haley attended Santa Monica City College and California
State Dominguez Hills for her degree in Liberal Studies for Education with a
minor in Elementary Art. After college she worked at Politix in Beverly Hills
& Century City and Wright’s in Manhattan Beach.
With the encouragement of her mentor and family, she returned home
(Alaska) and opened Blush in June 2005. In October of 2005, she also
opened Spoiled Boutique, a children and maternity store. Blush has been
active in supporting community fundraisers and hosting in store First Friday
events with a rotating local charity every February. Haley had the honor of
being named one of Alaska’s Top Forty Under 40.

MENTORSHIP FOCUS:
BUSINESS

Lindow was born and raised in Anchorage, Alaska. She enjoys spending time
in the store and connecting with the community. She also loves going to
yoga, cycle and spending time with her friends. Haley is the proud mom of
her 12 year old daughter, Scarlett, and her 10 year old son, Hudson.

